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Spirituality Policy
School Vision, Values and Aims

Our school vision, values, aims and motto are rooted in the Church of England’s Vision for Education;
Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good and the biblical teaching of;

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind and with all your
strength; and love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12.30,31).

Vision
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Values

Respect Luke 10:25-37 The Good Samaritan

Responsibility Luke 15:11-32 The Prodigal Son

Compassion Luke 19, 1-10 Zacchaeus the tax collector
Perseverance Luke 5:17-26 A man is helped by friends to see Jesus
Aims

Our principle aim - For all to know that they are welcome here

To show kindness and forgiveness
To listen to one other

To seek enjoyment in our work.

To show patience with one another
To show love towards one other

To show courage in our work

To keep the children at the heart of our decisions

To embrace innovation and change

To trust one another

To inspire one another

To celebrate the dignity and worth of each individual
To begin each new day positively

To reach out to one another

To have confidence

To encourage one another

To support and challenge one another
To believe in one another



What is Spiritual Development?

Throughout the school, we have a common language that we use to describe, reflect and acknowledge
key moments in our day and lives. This is described as our spiritual language and we use the Japanese
art of Kintsugi, to help us to understand this concept.

We use a clay bowl as the representation of us as an individual and acknowledge that there are key
moments in our lives that may make us “crack” and “grow”. These moments can be ignored or
reflected on. If we reflect on these moments we can fill our cracks with golden glue which makes us
even more beautiful and special than before.

In our school, these moments are described as...
Wow moments, such as feeling proud or when seeing a beautiful sight.
Ow moments, such as when we feel hurt or upset.

Now moments, when we stop to be in a moment, such as when it suddenly rains heavily.

Evidence of Spiritual development in our day to day lives at Leckhampton can be found in:

e  Our beliefs and values - development of personal beliefs and values, including religious
beliefs and Christian values; an appreciation that people have individual and shared beliefs
and values on which they base their lives;

¢ The sense of awe, wonder and mystery - being inspired by the natural world, mystery or
human achievement; “When | look up to the heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and
stars which you have set in place, what is man...” Psalm 8:3-4;

e Experiencing feelings of transcendence - feelings that may give rise to the existence of a
divine being, or the belief that one’s inner resources provide the ability to rise above every
day experiences;

e Asearch for identity, meaning and purpose - asking “why me?”” at times of hardship or
suffering; reflecting on the origins or purpose of life; responding to challenging experiences
such as beauty, suffering and death;

e Self-awareness, self-knowledge, self-esteem and resilience - an awareness of oneself in
terms of thoughts, feelings, emotions, responsibilities and experiences; a growing
understanding of acceptance of individual identity, development of self-respect;

e Relationships with others and the universe - recognising and valuing the worth of each
individual; developing a sense of community; ability to build relationships; caring for our
world;

e Creativity - expressing innermost thoughts and feelings through, for example, art, music,
literature and crafts;

e Feelings and emotions - the sense of being moved by beauty or kindness; hurt by injustice; a
growing sense of when it is important to control emotions and feelings; how to use such
feelings as a source of growth;

e Intellectual curiosity — a natural capacity to make sense of our world through active, first
hand experiences; a consistent learning environment with high expectations and standards;
mistakes are a valuable learning tool in an environment where one can take risks and
achievement is valued.

How does Spiritual Development take place at Leckhampton?
Staff and governors ensure that the following points are considered in order that children are given

every opportunity to develop spiritually and morally.

e All policy documents reflect and promote the vision, values and aims of the School with regard to
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development;



o All staff seek opportunities to implement our School Vision, Values and Aims within their lessons;

e The curriculum and all aspects of our community are explicitly rooted in our whole school Christian
values - Responsibility, Respect, Compassion and Perseverance, as documented in school policies;

e The school building and outdoor environment provides spaces for silence, stillness, prayer and the
opportunity to reflect on our school values;

e Our RE curriculum delivers knowledge and understanding about a range of faith perspectives
relating to spirituality;

e Children are offered a range of extra-curricular activities, which are available to all, enabling children
to develop wider interests;

e Staff and governors provide opportunities to forge relationships with the local and wider
community.

e Pupils are encouraged to develop their own personal values and belief system;

e Staff and governors are constantly aware of the role model they provide to children. The emphasis is
on quality of relationships;

e Children acquire skills and knowledge to extend their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development.

Having encountered these experiences, pupils develop their own personal views and insights,
questioning and exploring the meaning of life. Pupils desire to do their best if they believe that they
matter to their school as unique individuals capable of growing in spirit, making responsible decisions
and enjoying the fruits of human creativity. Pupils are reminded that they are made in the image of
God. All of these experiences and relationships throughout the school convince the pupils of their value
as individuals.

It is recognised that as well as in RE and Collective worship, other areas of the curriculum provide
important opportunities for spiritual development education at the school. In order to facilitate this,
the school offers pupils the opportunity to:

e Take part in a daily worship of a broadly Christian nature;

e Explore and share beliefs;

e Consider the importance of prayer, meditation and silence;

e (Consider the relevance of ideas and beliefs to their own lives;

e Think about the needs of others and develop a sense of community;

e Appreciate the importance of religious beliefs to those who hold them;

e Reaffirm, interpret and put in to practice the values of the school;

e (Celebrate the achievements of members of the school and community that are held to be of worth.

At Leckhampton, it is important to us that our children, staff and parents are given opportunities to
reflect on their own spirituality throughout the day. However, our collective worship times as a whole
school, phase or class are a significant time when the children and staff can reflect on spirituality.
Please see our Worship Policy for more information on this.

This section is new to the Policy.

Spirituality Through Art - A Reflection of Our Christian Ethos

At Leckhampton Church of England Primary School, we believe that spirituality is nurtured not only
through worship and reflection but also through the creative expression of our values and vision.
Artwork plays a vital role in supporting and developing the spiritual life of our school community.



Two stained glass windows, positioned at the main entrances of the school, serve as powerful symbols
of our Christian vision. Designed and created by the children, these windows reflect the story of our
school—its past, present, and future—and embody the deep connections between school, church, and
community. They offer a daily moment of reflection for all who enter.

Another significant spiritual expression is found in the installation of hundreds of porcelain birds,
known as our “Wings of Hope.” Created in collaboration with a resident artist, every member of our
school community contributed to this project. The birds connect the old and new parts of the school,
symbolising unity, growth, and the shared journey of faith and learning. Their presence reminds us of
our collective aspirations and the hope we carry into the world.

These artistic expressions are more than decorative—they are sacred spaces for reflection, storytelling,
and spiritual growth. They help us to see God’s presence in creativity, community, and the everyday life
of our school.

"Wings of Hope" — A Reflection on Isaiah 40:31

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.”

In a world that often feels uncertain, Isaiah 40:31 reminds us of a quiet, enduring truth: hope gives us
wings.

This verse speaks to the heart of our shared human experience—of growing tired, of facing challenges,
and of longing for renewal. Yet, it also offers a promise: when we place our trust in something greater
than ourselves, we are lifted. Not just momentarily, but with a strength that carries us through.

The porcelain birds which fly throughout school are delicate yet resilient—just like us.

Each one, shaped by many hands in our school community, represents a story, a hope, a family, a
prayer. Though fragile in form, the birds symbolise the powerful truth that together, and with hope, we
will rise.

Like eagles soaring above the storm, these birds remind us that we are not defined by our weariness,
but by our capacity to rise again. To run, to walk and to persevere, even when the path is long.

Our wings of hope are testament to the strength we find in community, faith and in the quiet courage
of hope.

How do we monitor and evaluate Spiritual Development at Leckhampton?
Monitoring spiritual development involves observing, assessing, and nurturing pupils' spiritual growth.
Here are some of the main ways that we monitor and evaluate spiritual development in our school:

e We have defined what spiritual development means to us in the context of our school. This
incorporates our school vision, values and aims and is reflected in the core language used in our
school.

e We observe our pupils’ attitudes and interactions both in and out of the classroom. We provide
opportunities for reflection and discussion to help pupils explore their beliefs, values and
experiences.

e We integrate spiritual practices such as mindfulness, meditation and gratitude exercises into the
curriculum. These practices can help pupils to develop self-awareness, emotional regulation and a
deeper connection to themselves and others.



We utilise questionnaires to gather information on pupils' spiritual development. These can provide
valuable insights into students' beliefs, values, and experiences.

We Involve parents and the broader community in supporting pupils' spiritual development. This
might include hosting workshops, inviting guest speakers, or organising projects that promote
empathy and social responsibility.

We provide professional development opportunities for teachers to deepen their understanding of
spiritual development and learn effective strategies for fostering it in the classroom.

We recognise and celebrate pupils' progress in their spiritual development. This can help reinforce
positive behaviours and motivate pupils to continue on their journey of self-discovery and personal
growth.

We evaluate and refine our approach to monitoring spiritual development based on feedback from
pupils, staff, parents and governors. We utilise this feedback in order to ensure that our school is
effectively supporting pupils' holistic development.



