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Religious Education Policy

School Vision, Values and Aims
Our school vision, values and aims are rooted in the Church of England’s Vision for Education; Deeply
Christian, Serving the Common Good and the biblical teaching of;

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind and with all your
strength; and love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mark 12.30,31).

Vision

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Values

Respect Luke 10:25-37 The Good Samaritan

Responsibility Luke 15:11-32 The Prodigal Son

Compassion Luke 19,110 Zacchaeus the tax collector
Perseverance Luke 5:17-26 A man is helped by friends to see Jesus
Aims

Our principle aim - For all to know that they are welcome

To show kindness and forgiveness
To listen to one another

To seek enjoyment in our work

To show patience with one another
To show love towards one another

To show courage in our work

To keep the children at the heart of our decisions

To embrace innovation and change

To trust one another

To inspire one another

To celebrate the dignity and worth of each individual
To begin each new day positively

To reach out to one another

To have confidence

To encourage one another

To support and challenge one another
To believe in one another
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Legal position of Religious Education in School

Religious Education is unique in the curriculum as it is neither a core or foundation subject. In the 1988
Education Act it states, ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the
National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all pupils.’

We are a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School and therefore we follow the Gloucestershire
Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2025-2030.

Our R.E. Vision

The RE curriculum at Leckhampton is designed for children to be inspired and fascinated by RE. The
delivery of RE makes a unique contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of
our children. Through the teaching of R.E, children will: understand how religious and non-religious
worldviews influence people’s lives, engage with religious and non-religious worldviews in thoughtful
and scholarly way, and understand themselves, others and their personal worldviews better. Through
learning RE, children begin to develop and make sense of their own worldview and begin to understand
and respect different points of view. Through studying a range of religious and non-religious beliefs,
children reflect upon their own values in relation to others, and express their ideas respectfully and
sensitively to questions raised by religion, thereby preparing them for life in modern Britain and a
changing world.

Our R.E. Aims
As a school family, we aim to develop:

e children’s knowledge and understanding of Christian beliefs and practices so that they
understand the importance of the Bible, the role of the church and recognise that for Christians
their faith provides a way of interpreting life and its meaning

e knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of some of the other principle
religions in Britain

e understanding how belief may impact their own worldview as well as others

e understanding how belief can be expressed in a variety of ways including art, dance, music,
ritual celebrations and in different cultural settings.

e assisting children in their own search for meaning and purpose in life

e asense of awe, wonder and mystery

e concepts of love, forgiveness and sacrifice

e skills of reflection, empathy, communication, analysis and evaluation

e understanding of the British Values

e the knowledge and skills which children need for the next stage in their learning

e the cultural capital essential for them to be compassionate members of society and to lead
happy and successful lives

e children who are disadvantaged by enabling them to achieve highly and feel confident in
meeting the challenges of the curriculum

e children with SEND by ensuring they receive the necessary scaffolds and support to achieve
exceptionally well and with independence



Approach
In line with all church schools, this school has duty to provide accurate knowledge and understanding
of religions and worldviews.

Reflecting the Ofsted research review on Religious Education published in May 2021, RE at
Leckhampton will aim to ensure that pupils ‘get better’ in RE through their progressive understanding
and awareness of ‘substantive’ knowledge’: pupils will acquire knowledge about various religious and
non-religious traditions, ‘ways of knowing’: pupils will learn ‘how to know’ about religion and non-
religion (also known as disciplinary knowledge) and finally ‘personal knowledge’: pupils will build an
awareness of their own presuppositions and values about the religious and non-religious traditions
they study.
www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religiouseducation/research-review-
series-religious-education#curriculum-progression)

In line with the REC (Religious Education Council) Draft Handbook: Religion and Worldviews in the
Classroom, this school will build on the research review mentioned above by selecting content in RE
which explores how worldviews are formed, expressed and organised as well as investigating the
context, meaning, purpose, values, commitments and influences behind these worldviews. It will
encourage engagement with the subject through using diverse ways of knowing, focusing on the lived
experience of people and demonstrating that the field of study of worldviews is a dynamic area of
debate. Finally, it will encourage pupils to have a personal understanding of their position, enabling
them, at an age-appropriate level, to reflect on and potentially develop their personal worldviews in the
light of their study and reflect on how their worldviews affect their learning.
www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/REC-WorldviewsProject-double-
pages-Revised-cover-v1.2.pdf

A wide range of dynamic teaching methods ensure effective RE sessions. We appreciate the positive
impact that local faith communities can have on pupils’ experience in RE. Therefore, this school
encourages visits to places of worship and welcomes visitors from different faith communities. We
recognise it is vitally important that teachers demonstrate respectful attitudes towards all faiths,
modelling the attitudes and responses we would expect from our pupils.

Organisation and Time Allocation
In accordance with the structure of Gloucestershire Locally Agreed Syllabus we have agreed that:

e inthe Foundation Stage, pupils will be introduced to a range of faith traditions and will be
taught RE for 36 hours over the year

e at Key Stage 1 pupils study Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and Islam. RE will be taught for at
least for 36 hours over the year

e at Key Stage 2 pupils study Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism, and also consider non-
religious worldviews. RE will be taught for at least for 45 hours over the year.

Planning

We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus
2025-2030 whilst also using ‘Understanding Christianity’ and ‘Understanding Islam’ to supplement our
planning. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior learning. We offer
opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we
ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing
challenge as they move through the school.
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Whole school overview
Our whole school overview demonstrates how we have supplemented some of the Gloucestershire
Locally Agreed Syllabus Units (LAS) with ‘Understanding Christianity’ (UC) units.

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

F3. How might people in
Gloucestershire show they belong

F2. Why is Christmas special to
Christians?

F1. Why is God so important to
Christians?

F4. What special times do people
celebrate and why might these

F6. What stories are important in our|

school community/local area and

F5. Which places are special for
people living in

g‘ together? Understanding Christianity Understanding Christianity times be very important? why? Gloucestershire and why?
wl a5 Incarnation God/Creation LAs LAS A5
1.1 What do Christians believe 1.2 Why does Christmas matter 1.7 What is it like to be 1.5 What is it like to be brought 1.9 How do stories and art express worldviews?
God is like? to Christians and how do people brought up in a Muslim home up in a Hindu home in the UK Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Non-religious/Humanist
._|| Understanding Christianity celebrate it? in the UK today? today? LAS
>l God Understanding Christianity LAS LAS
Incarnation Understanding Islam
1.8 What is it like to be part of 1.6 What is it like to be brought 1.4 Whatis it like to be 1.3 Why does Easter matter to 1.10 How can someone’s worldview be seen in the choices they
the Muslim community in the UK up in a Jewish home in the UK brought up in a Christian Christians and how do people make?
§| (and beyond)? today? home in the UK today? celebrate it? LAS
LAS LAS 1AS Understanding Christianity
Understanding Islam Salvation
12.2 What might Christians learn 12.7 Why is Muhammad L2.9 What is it like tobe a L2.4 Do all Christians believe and 12.10 How and why do people (in L2.11. What is the ‘golden
from the old testament about important to Muslims today? Humanist in the UK today? behave in the same way? three traditions) use ceremonies rule’, and how might it be put
m| | how tolive? 1As 1AS Exploring diversity. to show their commitments? into practice by people from
>l Las Understanding Islam LAS LAS different religious and non-
religious worldviews?
LAS
L2.6. How do Jews in L2.8 What do Muslims believe 12.1 What do Christians leamn 12.5. What beliefs do Hindus hold L.2. For Christians, what kind of 12.12 What brings people
Gloucestershire celebrate about God and how do they from the creation narrative? about the Supreme Being? world did Jesus want? meaning and purpose in life?
<| | festivals and how does this show respond? Understanding Christianity LAS uc Case studies from three
> | what matters to them? 1AS Creation/Fall Gospel worldviews (plus pupil’s own)
LAS Understanding Islam LAS
U2.1. What influence does U2.7 How does Hajj show what U2.6. How does the Torah U2.4. Why might the belief that U2.9. How do non-religious U2.10. How do organised and
believing in the Trinity have on matters to Muslims in Britain? influence Jewish people Jesus ‘saved’ people be so people understand and respond individual worldviews help
Christian worldviews? LAS today? important for many Christians? to the world and life? Exploring people when times get hard?
$| Understanding Christianity Understanding Islam LAS Understanding Christianity diverse responses, including LAS
Humanist
LAS
U2.2. Creation and Science: U2.3. How and why do U2.5. Why might Hindus want | U2.8. How do Muslims decide U2.11. How might someone’s worldview affect how they view and
conflicting or complimentary? Christians follow the example of | to be good? what is right and what is wrong? treat the natural world?
g| Understanding Christianity Jesus? 1AS LAS

Creation/Fall

Understanding Christianity

merstanding Islam

Arange of teaching and learning strategies which are effective for inclusive teaching of religious
education include:
Visits to places of worship, museums or art galleries
The use of representatives from religious traditions as visitors to the class

The use of artefacts, posters, videos, artwork

The use of picture or word cards for matching, classifying, prioritising, sequencing, etc
The use of art and craft to enable students to express their ideas

The use of drama, role-play, gesture or dance

The use of music to create an atmosphere or for expression of ideas and emotions
The use of information and communication technology

Assessment of RE
We assess progress in R.E. in the following ways:
Marking in line with the feedback policy to inform future lessons
Formative assessment uploaded to Insight
Report to parents in Annual Report

Teachers complete summative assessments for each pupil and record a child’s progress and attainment
on Insight. Summative assessment is based on whether children are perceived to be working towards
the expected standard, at the expected standard or greater depth standard (WTS, EXS, GDS). From this
data, the subject leader is able to analyse cohorts of children, looking at attainment across the school.




Responsibilities for R.E. in School
The subject leader is responsible for overseeing the teaching and learning of religious education in the
school. The role included:
e Ensuring personal subject knowledge and expertise are kept up-to-date by participating in CPD
for RE and share good practice
e Providing and sourcing in-service training for staff as necessary
e Ensuring the staff are familiar with the syllabus and supporting resources such as Understanding
Christianity
e Supporting and clarifying approach to planning, delivery and assessment being clear about the
subject’s intent, implementation and impact
e Acquiring and organising appropriate resources, managing a budget when necessary
e Monitoring the teaching and learning of RE through regular lesson observations, work scrutiny,
learning walks, analysis of data and pupil voice and be able to discuss impact and standards
e Contributing to the SIAMS self-evaluation process particularly around 1Q 6

The Head Teacher and Governors make sure:

e RE has a high profile within the curriculum

o All pupils make progress in achieving the learning outcomes of the RE curriculum

e The subject is well led and effectively managed and that standards and achievement in RE and
the quality of provision are subject to regular and effective self-evaluation

e Those teaching RE are suitably qualified and trained in the subject and have the effective and
regular opportunities for CPD

e Teachers newly appointed to church schools are provided with support offered by the diocese
to enable them to become effective teachers of RE

e (Clearinformation is provided for parents on the RE curriculum and the right to withdraw

e REisresourced, staffed and timetabled so that the school can fulfil its legal obligations on RE
and pupils make good progress

The R.E Subject Leader liaises regularly with the governor who holds responsibility for R.E. The assigned
governor reports back to the governing body on progress in RE. They also support the Subject Leader
with fulfilling their aims where possible.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC)

The spiritual development of pupils is an essential part of the curriculum and RE plays a major part in
this. Although difficult to classify, the Gloucestershire Locally Agreed Syllabus clearly outlines key skills
and attitudes through which these aspects are delivered.

Promoting British Values

At Leckhampton C of E Primary School we are dedicated to promoting values which ensure our pupils
develop a strong sense of social and moral responsibility which will prepare them for life in modern Britain.
Through R.E the children gain a greater understanding of religious diversity and practice. R.E has
particularly taken responsibility for leading aspects of British Values. A whole school scheme of work
supports the teaching of the British Values. Units in KS1 are taught through picture books (as advised by
SCARE) and KS2 units are delivered with specific links to other religions.

As part of Leckhampton C of E Primary School's ongoing safeguarding and child protection duties, we are
duty bound to support the Government's Prevent Strategy. If we as a school are concerned over
indoctrination, radicalisation or extremism from any member of staff, visitor or family member then
procedures are in place to deal with this.



Right to withdrawal

At Leckhampton of E Primary School, we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents
have the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds of conscience.
As Religious Education is so central to the life and identity of Leckhampton C of E Primary School, we
would ask any parent considering this to contact the headteacher to discuss any concerns and anxieties
about the policy, provision and practice of religious education at our school.

Managing the Right of Withdrawal
The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are aware of the RE
syllabus and that it is relevant to all pupils and respects their own personal beliefs.

e Parents should be made aware of its learning objectives and what is covered in the RE
curriculum and should be given the opportunity to discuss this, if they wish.

e The school may also wish to review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents.

e The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents (or pupils themselves if
they are aged 18 or over), and it should be made clear whether it is from the whole of the
subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given.

e Parents have the right to choose whether or not to withdraw their child from RE without
influence from the school, although a school should ensure that parents or carers are informed
of this right and are aware of the educational objectives and content of the RE syllabus. In this
way, parents can make an informed decision.

e Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be respected, and
where RE is integrated in the curriculum, the school will need to discuss the arrangements with
the parents or carers to explore how the child’s withdrawal can be best accommodated.



